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COMMUNITY HEALTH PREVENTIVE MEDICINE AND SOCIAL SER-
VICES. (Concise Medical Textbook). By J. B. Meredith Davies. Third Edition.
(Pp. 510; figures 17. £3.75). London: Bailliere and Tindall. 1975.
THIS is the third edition of a book originally published under the title "Preventive Medicine,
Community Health and Social Services" (1966). It is hard to see what has been gained by
re-shuffling the words in this rather lengthy title. The publishers say that the book is written
for medical students, doctors, social workers and all members of the primary health care team.
This edition has been extensively revised following the recent widespread reorganisation of the
health services.
The book has always been popular with medical students, because of its compactness, low
cost, and its attempt to deal with the full range of social medicine in a succinct and authorita-
tive manner.
The major drawback for local readers is the complete lack of information on Northern
Ireland Services. Under the title "Reorganised Health Services in the U.K." separate details
are given for England, for Scotland and for Wales. Nevertheless, due to its scope, the book
will be found useful for reference.
R.B.
GENiERAL PRACTICE FOR STUDENTS OF MEDICINE. By R. Harvard
Davis. (Pp. 111. Illustrated. £2.20). London, New York, San Francisco:
Academic Press. 1975.
THIS monograph is a useful contribution to the growing body of literature which attempts to
define the content of the specialty of primary care. The writer describes specific roles which
characterise the primary care physician. These are best illustrated in general practice or family
medicine. The book is written to appeal to undergraduate and postgraduate students. Unfor-
tunately Harvard Davis does not attempt to define the teaching boundaries between them. He
re-defines known concepts of the true nature of illness and disease. In the setting of general
practice, ill health may often be interpreted in terms of disturbed function, the result of an
upset equilibrium between the patient and his own environment. The author outlines suc-
cinctly the principles behind the delivery of primary care and its characteristics. In particular
he considers the skills of early diagnosis and decision making, the doctor patient relationship,
comprehensive patient assessment and the integration of curative and preventive clinical pro-
cedures. Clinical techniques of pre-symptomatic diagnosis and follow-up are discussed. The
sections on finance and the history of the health services in the United Kingdom take on par-
ticular relevance at this time. The future of primary care is discussed and career possibilities
are not neglected. The short chapter on research is useful. Finally variations of primary care
systems seen in other countries are outlined. At £2.20 this is an interesting book especially for
undergraduates. It is a pity, however, that such an experienced teacher of general practice did
not enlarge more on the clinical content and include a chapter on the methodology of teaching
general practice to students. His lucid definition of the specific roles of the primary care
physician has training implications for the 'graduate clinical training' phase advocated by the
Merrison Report (1975).
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